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3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
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5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 
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8) 0 Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 
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* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attach ment(s) 

1 ) □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) 

2) □ Notice of Draftspereon's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) Paper No(s)/Mail Date. 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO/SB/08) 5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date . 6) □ Other: . 



PTOL-T26'(Rev^'o8-0^^ 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20091020 



Application/Control Number: 10/566,200 Page 2 

Art Unit: 3656 

DETAILED ACTION 
Request for Continued Examination 

1 . The request filed on August 1 7, 2009 for a Continued Examination (RCE) is 
accepted and a continued prosecution application has been established. An action on 
the RCE follows. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2: 

The specification sliall conclude witli one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 1-3, 5, 6, 8-10 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the 
subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 1 recites the limitation "a wall", "an outer wall" and "an inner wall". It 
appears that the inner bearing only comprises two walls. It is unclear where the third 
wall Is located. 

Claim 1 recites the limitation "the centrifugal force acting at the center of mass 
initiates a force component acting in clockwise direction". It is unclear how a force 
acting in an outward direction can initiate a force in a perpendicular direction. 
Furthermore, a clockwise direction is unclear because it has no frame of reference or 
axis to which it is based. 

Claim 2 recites the limitation "an inner sealing lip." It is unclear if this sealing lip 
is the first lip or second lip recited in claim 1 or a new lip altogether. 

Claim 5 is grammatically awkward. It is unclear what obtains the axial offset. 
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Claim 8 recites tlie limitations "the shoulder diameter", "the diameter of the 
bearing ring" and "the region". There is insufficient antecedent basis for these 
limitations in the claim. 

Claim 8 recites the limitation "a bearing ring". It is unclear if this is the same 
bearing ring as recited in claim 1 or a new bearing ring. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

5. Claims 1-3, 5, 6, 8-10 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Ohata et al. USP 7416343. 

Ohata discloses a similar device comprising: 
Re dm 1 : 

• An elastic sealing disk (49b, fig 5) running around with an outer bearing 
ring or a housing (40, fig 2), having a reinforcement (48, fig 5) and 
positionally fixed with positive engagement in a receptacle or an annular 
groove (51 , fig 2) 
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• The sealing disl< engaging with a flexible seal in a recess (66, fig 5) of an 
inner bearing ring (42, fig 5) and being support by means of a sealing 
edge (64, fig 5) on a wall (60, fig 5) 

• A first sealing lip (52a and 64, fig 5) is supported axially on an outer wall of 
the recess and a second sealing lip (65, fig 5) is assigned to the inner wall 
of the recess with play 

• A mass of the first sealing lip forming a center of mass (64, fig 5), which, in 
a fitted position of the sealing arrangement, is offset in relation to a 
supporting line determined by the sealing disk in such a way that the 
centrifugal force acting at the center of mass initiates a force component 
acting in clockwise direction 

• The first and second sealing lips being made to extend from a common 
sealing lip root of the sealing disk (49b, fig 5) 

• The first sealing lip has on the outside, on a side facing the second sealing 
lip, a bead (back end portion of 64, fig 5) 

Re dm 2: 

• A shoulder diameter of the inner bearing ring exceeds an inside diameter 
of an inner sealing lip (fig 5) 

Re dm 3: 

• A distance between the inner wall of the recess and a free end of the 
second sealing lip is designed so that, even with a maximum rotational 
speed of the rolling-contact bearing, it ensures a distance > 0 (fig 5) 
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Re dm 5: 

• An axial offset between an end face of the sealing disk and the sealing 
edge of the first sealing lip being obtained in a fitted position of the two 
sealing lips (fig 5) 

Re dm 6: 

• The second sealing lip, obliquely inclined in relation to the inner wall and 
designed as a toe wall, is arranged axially offset in relation to the first 
sealing lip by a distance (fig 5) 

Re dm 8: 

• The recess of which the inner bearing ring has walls of different heights 

• The height of the inner wall, defined by the shoulder diameter of a bearing 
ring, exceeding the size of the diameter of the bearing ring in the region 
between the recess and an end face and also an inside diameter of the 
second sealing lip (fig 5) 

Re dm 9: 

• The first sealing lip being provided with at least one venting groove (tip of 
64, fig 5) in a region of the sealing edge 

Re dm 10: 

• The venting groove of which is made to extend in a radial or inclined 
manner (fig 5) 

Re dm 14: 
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• The reinforcement, formed in the manner of a disk, of the sealing disk 
being encapsulated at least on one side by an elastic sealing material of 
the sealing arrangement and the reinforcement forming on the outside of 
an angled-away flange (corner near 49, fig 2) and on the inside a leg (46b, 
fig 2) inclined obliquely in the direction of the recess 
Response to Arguments 
6. Applicant's arguments filed August 17, 2009 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. 

Applicant argues "amended claim 1 shows a second sealing lip which is attached 
inside a relief groove with backlash to a wall which is vertically mounted to the greatest 
possible extent, a second sealing lip which features a side bolster laterally external on 
the side turned to the second sealing and a sealing shim, of which the first and the 
second sealing lips are connected above a common sealing lip foot." Applicant is 
arguing limitations not found in the claim. Ohata meets all the limitations of the claims 
as rejected above, and therefore anticipates the claims. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ALAN B. WAITS whose telephone number is (571)270- 
3664. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 7:30 am to 5 
pm EST. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Ridley can be reached on 571-272-6917. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Alan B Waits/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 3656 

/Richard WL Ridley/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3656 



